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Kentucky is proud of her rich blue-grass land, her 
beautiful mountain scenery, and her Mammoth Cave and 
caverns. Kentucky is proud of her sons and daughters, 
but Kentucky is lacking in true Southern hospitality. She 
does not invite all her sons and daughters to abide in the 
House of Books when they seek recreation or thirst for 
information and for knowledge. 


ESSAY CONTEST 


All Students in grades 7-12 are invited to enter an essay 
contest on the subject: “Why Kentucky needs state-wide 
Library Service’. For Rules see page 12. 


CPost-Conference Issue 
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The President’s Message 


The Kentucky Library Association 
has honored me with the office of 
President for the coming year and I 
am grateful for that honor. But with 
it comes a deep sense of obligation 
to the people of Kentucky for better 
book service in whatever form it may 
be possible. One hears from every 
side the plea for a better informed 
public if democracy is to withstand 
the stress of political upheavals of the 
day. 


But you may ask and rightly so, 
what can I do about it? In answer I 
refer you to the objectives as stated 
by Miss Nofcier in this issue of the 
bulletin and ask your help with these 
ideas in mind. Begin with your own 
community. Do some pioneering! No 
two communities will need the same 
approach but all can be improved. My 
challenge to you is—that your own 
community shall have a better book 
service because of your efforts. Dream 
dreams of an ideal community—then 
begin to make those dreams come 
true. 


Only by concerted effort can we 
hope to develop state-wide service for 
children and adults. So get on the 
job—know your community better; 
list its needs in order of importance; 
build a program around these needs 
beginning with those that can be ac- 
complished most easily; enlist the co- 
operation of all agencies in the com- 
munity: Farm and Home demonstra- 
Chamber of Commerce; 
women’s clubs; men’s civic and other 
clubs; Boy Scouts; Girl Scouts; Four 
H; P. T. A.; Church groups; Home 
Makers; and individuals who are vital- 
in community welfare. 


tion agents; 


ly interested 
Plan for community meetings, special 
programs, study clubs, story telling 
hours, reading clubs, radio listening 
centers, dramatic or other club iater- 
ests in your group. Devise ways of 
securing more money for books than 
you have ever had before. Think, 
plan, and talk county-wide book serv- 
ice. HERE’S TO LUCK! 
sometime before April of your success. 

Mary Floyd 

President 

Kentucky Library Association. 


Write me 











IN RETROSPECT 1937-39 


After the October, 1937 meeting, the 
President of the Kentucky Library As- 
sociation outlined as possible objec- 
tives some of those recommended in 
the Survey of 1933-34, and a few 
which had been included in the pro- 
gram of the Libyary Extension Divi- 
sion for several years. With the real- 
ization that few of these objectives 
could be attained in the brief span of 
two years, the ones which seemed 
most urgent were selected for special 
emphasis. These objectives were: 


1. Passage of a librarian’s certifica- 
tion act. 

2. Retaining the professional status 
of the Library Extension Divi- 
sion. 

3. A larger appropriation for the 
activities of the Library Exten- 
sion Division. 

4. A demonstration regional library 
project. 

5. State-wide publicity releases and 
contests. 

6. Definite assistance in promoting 
and extending the activities of 
the Kentucky Citizens Library 
League. 

7. State aid. 

Federal aid. 

9. Legal provisions for regional li- 
braries. 


ge 


10. A technically trained and exper- 
ienced library supervisor in 
charge of WPA Library Service. 


11. Coordination of WPA Library 
projects on a state-wide basis, 
with the hope that book trucks 
could be secured, some experien- 
tal libraries set up, a union cata- 
log begun and perhaps some spe- 
cial research projects inaugurat- 
ed. 

In checking the objectives we find 
that 1, 2, 6 and 10 have been realized. 
Definite progress has been made on 
4, 5 and 11 which should reach fuller 
fruition during the current year. LI- 
brarians worked enthusiastically for 
it and it is to be hoped that intensified 
efforts during the January Congres- 
sional session will make possible Fed- 
eral aid. 

Only by passage of a constitutional 
amendment could the State be divided 
into definite regions for library pur- 
poses. However, the laws governing 
municipal libraries, the Library Exten- 
sion Division and Teachers Colleges 
are flexible enough to permit the ex- 
tension of library service enabling the 
realization of larger units of service. 
It is, however, desirable that further 


legal provisions tor large unit systems 
be enacted. 


State aid, acceptance of Federal aia, 
and strengthening of the Library Ry. 
tension Division were adopted at the 
October 1939 Kentucky Library Ags. 
sociation Convention as a program for 
further intensive and immediate ae. 
tivity. 

Kentucky has moved forward on 
several strategic fronts, but much re- 
mains to be done. We must safeguard 
the present laws, and, if possible ge- 
cure financial support, state and fed- 
eral, to provide a minimum program 
of library service. 


Lena B. Nofcier, Past Pres, 
Kentucky Library Association, 





LIBRARIES AND REALITIES 
SUMMARY OF THE 
CONFERENCE 
By John G. Barrow* 


At the thirty-second annual confer- 
ence of the Kentucky Library Associa- 
tion a serious attempt was made to 
face the actual facts on library serv- 
ice in the State. From the opening 
address by Rabbi Rauch on through 
the closing session library needs were 
recognized and very practical sugges- 
tions for improving conditions were 
presented. Librarians do not need to 
be reminded of the statistics which 
sum up the deplorable state of things; 
but they may need to be awakened to 
what they can do to better the situa- 
tion. 

Freedom 


We can be thankful that our work 
is not hampered by totalitarian propa- 
ganda and control, as is the case in 
many parts of the world today. We 
do feel cramped by the poverty of Ken- 
tucky; but it may be that there are 
public and private sources of income 
which have not been exhausted or 
even probed. In a free land we can 
at least investigate. 


Check-Up On Survey 


In the light of the recommendations 
which followed a survey of library 
facilities in Kentucky, 1933-34, the As- 
sociation finds that we haven’t gone 
backward, we haven’t stood still, we 
have made some progress, as the re 
tiring President summed things up. 
It may have to be admitted, however, 
that much, if not most, of the pro 
gress noticed is to the credit, not of 
the K. L. A., but of the Work Projects 
Administration. This is not the place 
for a report of the W. P. A. achieve 
ments, since they do not belong to the 
K. L. A. 
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|. The Library Profession 


if the “Profession” expects to be 
respected and supported, there remain 
numerous improvements to be made 
on library personnel. It was some- 
thing to secure legal status for the 
certification of librarians; and ma- 
ehinery for carrying this into effect is 
now grinding. If salaries and training 
can be improved, we can hope to at- 
tract the right sort of young people in- 
to the profession. Mr. Compton re- 
minded the conference that the basis 
for the existence of democracy is in- 
telligence among the citizens but that 
we are not making good reading mat- 
ter accessible and without it we can’t 
have intelligent citizens. A heavy 
share of the responsibility for this pub- 
lic service rests upon librarians. 


Il. Selling Library Service 


While admitting our shortcomings 
we still feel that we have something 
to offer. Our next failing, it seemed 
to many a speaker, is that we do not 
succeed in “selling” our offering as 
other interests do. The less articulate 
members of the conference were say- 
ing in their hearts that surely a good 
work will sell itself without any ad- 
vertising methods. But the speakers 
insisted that it is the job of the li- 
brarians to put facts before citizens 
and officials, to “condition” them to 
want library service, because Ken- 
tucky will have what the public wants, 
The Kentucky Citizens Library 
League, headed by Mrs. A. C. Gardiner 
of Horse Cave, is cooperating in a 
wonderful way in arousing citizen in- 
terest in and support of library work. 
The Publicity Committee of the K. L. 
A. is gathering relevant data for the 
use of the K. C. L. L. for newspaper 
publication, and for other agencies 
that can help make the library aim 
known. 


ill. Library Extension Division 


It was not only because the Director 
of the Library Extension Division hap- 
Pened to be presiding at the K. L. A. 
conference that the record and the 
needs of the Library Extension Divi- 
sion were kept in the consciousness of 
delegates. We had already read that 
the American Library Association is 
watching the state agencies. Our 
Library Extension Division is handi- 
Capped; much needs to be done 
to strengthen it. We are hoping, if 
bills now in Congress pass, that con- 
siderable federal aid will be available 
for library work. The federal grants 
might be placed in the hands of this 
Division. The State, then, must be 


prepared, by necessary law, by making 
appropriations itself, and in other 
ways, to administer these funds in the 
best way. All over Kentucky local 
communities can not afford to support 
proper library programs. Aid from 
State and federal sources will have to 
be applied. Here again conscience 
whispers, “What ought to be wil be. 
Do your job honestly and well. Don’t 
get excited.” But a louder voice says, 
“Votes move those who have the in- 
fluence to bring about what you need. 
Get the right people.on your side. It 
is not enough to have high aims: you 
have to use some instrument to real- 
ize the aims.” The least the K. L. A. 
can do is to have the best possible 
talent on publicity committees, legisla- 
tive committees, and other committees 
at work on these problems. 


This is not an exhaustive, detailed 
report of the conference. The printed 
program gives an outline of the topics 
handled. The omission of any items, 
such as the work of Murray State 
Teachers College in the Gilbertsville 
region and the entertaining speeches 
of Dr. Harvey Webster, Mr. Cale 
Young Rice, and Mr. Tom Wallace at 
the Friday night dinner, does not in- 
dicate that these portions of the con- 
ference were not considered important, 
But the purpose of this summary is to 
brand certain practical ideas on our 
minds from which we can not escape 
during the weeks just ahead. 
*Librarian Berea College Library. 


ST. LOUIS LIBRARIAN IN- 
TRODUCES THE THEME 
OF THE CONFERENCE 


Libraries And Realities* 
by 
Charles H, Compton 


I am here this evening charged with 
the responsibility of addressing you 
on the subject “Libraries and Reali- 
ties,” which is the theme of the con- 
ference. This theme suggests to me 
that you expect me immediately to get 
down to brass tacks, and that I shall 
do. 


I wonder whether there is anything 
to be learned by librarians from a 
study of reality to determine in what 
direction we should face and what ob- 
jectives we should have. I have re- 
peatedly been impressed with the 
forces quite outside libraries and us- 
ually quite beyond the control of li- 
brarians, which forces—some good 
and some bad—have a tremendous ef- 
fect on the welfare and progress of 


Ww esters ~ntucky 
ate Jeachers CollegePage 3 
libraries. In 1987 I made for the A. 


L. A., at the request of the Library 
Board, a survey of the Grand Rapids 
Public Library. To all appearances 
the library would go on as it had since 
1871, slowly but steadily increasing in 
usefulness and increasing in financial 
and public support. Suddenty all this 
changed. A tornado struck the library. 
The tornado in this case was a tax 
limitation amendment to the State 
Constitution, which the people of 
Grand Rapids approved by popular 
vote. The income of the library was 
cut in two—19 branches were closed 
—salaries of the library staff were cut 
nearly 50 per cent. hese conditions 
have improved since the survey was 
made in 1937, but it will take years 
for the library to recover from this 
drastic and, in my opinion, unneces- 
sary action. If this had happened to 
a library poorly administered and 
lacking publicity, I would not have 
been surprised—but in regard to the 
Grand Rapids Library I would have 
said “It Can’t Happen Here’’, and the 
fact that it did happen in Grand Rap- 
ids indicates that it can happen to any 
of our libraries. 


When a casualty of this kind has 
taken place and the library is crippled, 
it may have to limp along for years. 
It seems impossible that such a ca- 
lamity could not have been foreseen. 
Is there any way that we librarians 
can look into the future and forestall 
such misfortunes and insure continued 
progress? I believe it is possible for 
us to forestall at least some of them. 
I can turn to Kentucky for an excel- 
lent example of this very thing. Your 
present campaign for state aid is a 
case in point. It has been evident for 
some years that public libraries can- 
not depend entirely: on local support. 
There has been and is a concerted ef- 
fort, especially upon the part of real 
estate interests, to reduce taxes on 
real property. There simply have to 
be additional sources of income if pub- 
lic libraries are to hold their own, let 
alone go ahead. 

In the report of the Kentucky Li- 
brary Survey Commission, published 
in 1934, one of the recommendations 
was that for state aid for rural li- 
braries. This indicates that Kentucky 
was one of the first states to recognize 
the need for state aid for libraries. 


You have all probably seen the leaf- 
let very recently published by the A. 
L. A., entitled “Next Steps Toward 
Federal Aid.” The Harrison-Thomas 
Federal Aid Pill for Education has 
been reported on favorably by the 
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Senate committee on Education. The 
Larabee bill, the corresponding bill 
in the House, has been introduced but 
no action has been taken upon it. It 
would look as if the stage were set for 
the passage of the bill when Congress 
convenes in January, but the present 
international situation may delay its 
consideration. However, I feel just as 
confident as I ever did that federal aid 
to libraries will come in time, but in 
the meantime we shoud continue to 
educate people as to the need of it. 


These two movements, state aid and 
federal aid, which have been approved 
by the A. L. A., are two of the ways 
that are absolutely necessary to sup- 
plement local support for libraries. 
Not all libraries will have the unfor- 
tunate experience of Grand Rapids, to 
which I have referred. But we all do 
recognize the unmistakable drift away 
from such complete dependence on the 
local real estate tax. It is well for us 
_ to be aware of this trend and to find 
a way to meet the situation. 


We are prone to think that the im- 
portant problems concerning libraries 
are financial, but there are others that 
may not be as evident but are of equal 
importance. Of this I am very sure, 
if there is any one thing that has not 
been given the attention it has de- 
served, it is the matter of library per- 
sonnel. I feel that this is due, to no 
slight extent, to the fact that in the 
early years we got off on the wrong 
foot and we have never been able to 
hit the right gait to this day. The 
tradition of librarianship as a genteel 
occupation for the cultured and refined 
still holds sway to no slight extent in 
popular opinion. There is much yet to 
be done to establish librarianship as 
a profession demanding unusual qual- 
ities for success. Certification of li- 
brarians is one step to this end. I con- 
gratulate you upon having secured the 
passage of a certification law in Ken- 
tucky. I wish I could say as much for 
Missouri. 


I dislike to make an address to li- 
brarians without at least referring to 
the salaries of the rank and file of the 
library profession. That they are dis- 
gracefully low is gradually being rec- 
ognized by people outside of our pro- 
fession. “Classification and Pay 
Plans” prepared by the A. L. A. Board 
on Salaries, Staff ang Tenure, and 
published in 1938, is a notable piece 
of work and should be of the greatest 
value to both large and small libraries 
in setting up personnel standards. I 
do not know whether the Kentucky 


fitted for it. 


Library Association has a committee 
on Library Personnel. Personally, I 
believe every state library association 
should have such a committee. 


I have one more urgent need to pre- 
sent to you, in regard to personnel, 
namely the need for providing retire- 
ment allowances for librarians. With 
the Social Security Act making pro- 
vision for retirement almost universal 
in the United States, it seems a great 
pity that the movement for retirement 
allowances for librarians is making so 
little headway. The A, L. A. Retire- 
ment Plan is excellent, but compar- 
atively few librarians have taken aa- 
vantage of it on a non-contributing 
basis—and the number of libraries 
that have joined on a contributing 
basis is extremely small. No library 
will continue at its best efficiency if 
it carries on its staff those who are 
unable on account of advanced age to 
meet their responsibilities. In many 
states special legislation is necessary 
before provision for retirement can be 
made. That is true in Missouri and I 
believe one of the first responsibilities 
in our state is to secure this legisla- 
tion. 


I have dealt with the need of cer- 
tification of librarians, the need of re- 
tirement allowances, the need of bet- 
ter salaries. If these needs are met, 
librarianship ought to be more attrac- 
tive to young men and young women 
Perhaps there is nothing 
to which we should give more thought 
than to the training of librarians. It 
is a present problem and a problem 
that looms large in the future. I be- 
lieve there is less understanding and 
more misunderstanding about what li- 
brarians actually do than any other 
profession. Is there anything we can 
do to inform young college students 
of the nature of library work? 


Another problem is that of inadequ- 
ate training, when adequate training is 
available. Many libraries train their 
assistants in apprentice courses when 
library schools are easily accessible. 
This is partly due to the demand that 
local appointments be made and part- 
ly because library salaries are inad- 
equate, 


I am interested in librarians continu- 
ing their education when in service. 
Engaged in supplying reading to other 
people, we often are not well read in 
the literature of our own profession. 
I have suggested to members of the 
Junior Groups that they might with 
profit prescribe reading courses in pro- 
fessional library literature for them- 


selves and they are working out such 
a plan. The Institutes of two weeks 
that the Graduate Library School of 
Chicago University has conducted for 
several summers offer an opportunity 
for librarians to open their minds to 
new developments in the library field 
and in other fields. 


I have considered this evening some 
of the problems that are facing li- 
brarians and friends of libraries. I 
have tried to suggest that we should 
as best we can be prepared for the 
future by observing social trends and 
by making the necessary adjustments 
to changes in government so that li- 
braries may be assured of growth and 
development, 


I suppose we all become impatient 
at times of the slowness of the exten- 
sion of library service to the people 
now without libraries. I am impatient 
and I ask myself, “Is there not some 
possible way that we can get under 
the surface of outward reality and dis- 
cover what it does to children and to 
men and women to be without books?” 
It really costs so little for free librar- 
ies. We know very well that the basis 
for the existence of a democratic gov- 
ernment depends upon the diffusion of 
intelligence among the people and yet 
year after year goes by and people— 
millions of people—are without books. 


When we look across the water and 
cast our eyes upon a world gone mad, 
where a man can hardly think his own 
thoughts much less speak them, we 
can with the greatest thankfulness 
contemplate one of the intangible re- 
alities of libraries in America. They 
are free from control—they are not 
propaganda institutions. We can, I 
believe, take warranted pride that at 
their best libraries represent America 
at its best. 


It is in libraries that the record of 
Man at his worst and at his best is 
recorded. It is through libraries that, 
if he will open his eyes, man may pro- 
fit by his past and look to the future. 
May the library continue in the future 
to preserve and make available a true 
record of man’s history, of man’s striv- 
ing, and of man’s failures as we!l as 
his progress. 


If the library can in these times of 
stress remain an institution represent- 
ing the democratic process in a free 
country, then, indeed, will it be a re 
ality of inestimable value to all peo 
ple. 


*Condensed form of address delivered 
at Conference. 
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MORE REVENUES FOR TAX 
SUPPORTED LIBRARIES?* 
By H. Clyde Reeves, 
Kentucky Commission of Revenue. 
Librarians have developed the stand- 
ard that public library needs require 
an annual appropriation of $1.00 per 
capita. In Kentucky, tax supported li- 
brary expenditures amount to about 12 
cents for each person. Even if the li- 
brarians’ standard is derived by em- 
pirical rather than logical methods, 
this is eloquent evidence that our pub- 
lic supported libraries need more rev- 

enue. 

To illustrate further, it may be ob- 
served that Kentucky has only 33 tax 
supported libraries, or one for each 
80,000 population. As an average, 
these libraries need about $9,000 an- 
nually. Most of this money comes 
from cities. Only nine counties in the 
State made appropriations for public 
library service for 1939-40.(1) The aver- 
age appropriation of these counties 
amounts to $1,450 each. As a per 
capita appropriation, it ranges from 
three-tenths of a cent in Jefferson to 
two cents in Kenton County. The 
American Library Association reports 
(June 19, 1939) that nearly three- 
fourths of Kentucky’s population is en- 
tirely without library facilities. The 
lack of library facilities is, of course, 
more pronounced in rural areas, indi- 
cating special need for library services 
in that direction. According to a re- 
cent report, 61 counties of Kentucky 
have no public library service. 

In view of these facts, it is appro- 
priate to ask why it is that public rev- 
enues are not being used for reason- 
ably adequate library service. To an- 
swer this, we may first consider the 
provisions under existing law for se- 
curing revenue. 

An examination of the statues indi- 
cates that cities of the first class may 
build a library and contract indebt- 
ness therefor up to $350,000 and may 
levy an annual tax of 2% to 4 cents 
on each $100 assessed valuation of 
tangible property for library maintain- 
ance. 

The provisions for second class cit- 
ies are not specific. There is no pro- 
vision for a special levy, and it seems 
that in most cases appropriations are 
not made unless the city has a Car- 
negie contract which requires it to ap- 
propriate annually for library service 
a minimum amount of 10 per cent of 


(l)Barren, Fayette, Franklin, Hickman, 
Jefferson, Kenton, McCracken, Marion, 
and Mason Counties, 


the cost of the library building. Third, 
fourth and sixth class cities may levy 
a tax of 10 cents on each $100 of as- 
sessed tangible property values. In 
addition to these specific provisions 
for the support of libraries, cities and 
counties may provide appropriations 
from their general funds. Only 17 
cities and 9 counties have taken ad- 
vantage of this, and in many of these 
the appropriation appears inadequate. 
Thereoretically, the provisions under 
present law for securing public reve- 
nues for libraries have not been fully 
used. This may indicate that librar- 
ians are poor salesmen. 

The development of library facili- 
ties to serve the people of Kentucky 
may depend upon State or Federal 
funds. A system of State supported 
libraries along the lines developed in 
education administration has been sug- 
gested. 


There is also a possibility of Federal 
aid. Legislation now pending before 
Congress (Senate Bill 1305) provides 
for Federal appropriations for library 
service. The appropriations are to be 
appropriated in ratio of the rural pop- 
ulation of each state to the total rural 
population of the United States, and 
funds are to be made available 
through a State library administration 
agency upon the approval of expendi- 
ture plans. 


Since states able to provide less 
than average funds for any public 
service are those profiting most from 
Federal grants-in-aid, Kentucky 
should be particularly interested in 
seeing the proposed bill passed. The 
provision of the bi.1 make it peculiarly 
favorable to this State with its large 
rural population. Nine states have al- 
ready passed acts authorizing the ac- 
ceptance of Federal aid for libraries. 


The apparent necessity of influenc- 
ing general governmental administra- 
tion and State and Federal law to in- 
crease public library resources leads 
to the conclusion of contemporary stu- 
dents that libraries must assume their 
position in competition with other gov- 
ernmental services and sell them- 
selves to the public as a means of 
securing increased revenues. Librar- 
jes, by their nature, must take their 
place with other kinds of education 
and recreation and with health, wel- 
fare, police protection, highways and 
other services provided by govern- 
ment, 

If the public wants libraries and 


they cannot be secured without con- 
stitutional amendment, even the Con- 





stitution will be amended. The way 
in which libraries are to share in pub- 
lic expenditures must be determined 
by those officials whose responsibility 
it is to spend money in the public in- 
terest. That there are many counties, 
cities and communities in the State 
without public libraries indicates that 
the residents of these places do not 
want libraries as badly as they want 
some other public service. 

Before librarians ask for more 
money it is their obligation to furnish 
the public information so that it will 
be able to appraise the value received 
for money spent by them. The public 
must determine if existing libraries 
perform a service worth the cost. The 
uninterested citizen must be condi- 
tioned to appreciate public libraries 
before he will be willing to pay taxes 
for their support. Did librarians read 
“Your money’s worth” and are they 
repeating the obvious facts of their 
business in terms that the public can 
understand and thus build up a repu- 
tation as an essential public service 
which benefits the whole community? 
Until effective steps are taken in this 
direction, the demand for increased 
revenues will not be effective. 

If the statistics and financial data 
which librarians may care to develop, 
use and publicize more extensively 
than is presently being done are avail- 
able uniformly, it will more accurate- 
ly reflect conditions which might be 
expected to prevail in communities not 
having library facilities, and will thus 
serve as the factual basis for encour- 
aging the extension of the library 
service. 

The availability of additional reven- 
ues for tax supported libraries in 
Kentucky depends primarily upon 
State or Federal appropriation and ex- 
pansion of the local tax base. The 
process by which this may be realized 
indicates the necessity of influencing 
constituted public officials which, in 
the final analysis, means influencing 
public opinion. In accomplishing this 
the librarian must assume the original 
responsibility. 


*Condensed form of address de‘ivered 
at Conference. 
* * # 
LIBRARY GIFTS 
Mr. Henry M. Johnson, prominent 
Louisville attorney, told in a very hu- 
morous and stimulating manner of his 
experiences in obtaining donations to 
establish a library for the Kentucky 
Sunday School Association. His story 
illustrated the fact that there are 
many people anxious to know of a 
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worthy cause to which to make be- 
quests. Librarians, he said, have a 
wonderful opportunity to obtain mon- 
ey and other gifts, but they must learn 
to “sell” their cause, to uze the proper 
approach and approach the right peo- 
ple. Many persons would be proud 
for prosterity to see their names iden- 
tified with the growth and progress of 
some worthwhile institution of import- 
ance. 


As a definite step towards procur- 
ing support of this kind, he suggested 
that the Kentucky Library Associa- 
tion appoint a committee to consult 
with lawyers in preparing forms to be 
used by libraries in the hope of being 
made a beneficiary in the wills of 
some philanthropic individuals. 

Samples of forms suggested by Mr. 
Johnson which may be used for this 
purpose are given below. 


Any such devise would of course 
have to fit into the other structure of 
the will, in its proper setting and 
place, and the lawyer who drafts the 
will would be the best one to fit in 
the devise. 

Such a devise could 
many forms: 


take one of 


A. Testator or Testatrix could make 
such a devise outright, or in trust. 

If the devise is outright to some 

Library, it would be absolutely 

necessary for an ascertainment to 

be had before the devise is made, 
as to just what the regular and 
corporate status and powers are 
of the particular Library as devisee. 
B. Such a devise could be made to a 

Trustee, preferably, I would think, 

a Trust Company’, leaving a desig- 

nated amount of money in perpet- 

ual trust for the Library uses, but 
the uses should ordinarily be set 
out with particularity, 

The following is a form, which 
would be adequate and proper, and 
could be in general followed in setting 
forth a devise for Library purposes. 


“T hereby devise the following........ 
ts ig ae, to be used solely for the 
following uses and purposes, name- 
ly, for public education as same is 
promoted and carried on by public 
libraries. As long as a pubtic li- 
brary is conducted at ~..................... = 
I direct that any portion of the 
principal or income from said trust 
property as may be considered wise 
in the judgment of my said here- 
inafter named Trustee, or succes- 
sor, shall be used for the mainte- 
nance and promotion of said public 
library, for public educational pur- 


poses in said 
In the event there should ever be 
no such public library conducted in 
Beh Senn ee eae na then my Trustee, or 
successor, may use said sum for 
public educational purposes in the 
conduct or maintenance of any pub- 
lic library, which may be designat- 
ed by said Trustee or successor”. 





Among some of the provisions, 
which could be provided, is that all 
the principal in the trust, and the in- 
come therefrom, should be used up 
within a period of 20 or 25 years after 
the death of the Testator or Testatrix, 
(which is an ordinary generation to 
which Testator or Testatrix might be 
under public obligation). 

Where a party is found, who is will- 
ing to make such a gift or donation, 
the matter should be handled by a 
competent Estate or Equity lawyer, 
who is thoroughly familiar with laws 
pertaining to Wills, Trusts, Perpetui- 
ties, etc. 

* * a 

As a result of the discussion of 
means of obtaining gifts and bequests 
for libraries the following suggestion 
came from Mr. Brigham with the ac- 
companying letter, which is another 
means of raising funds. 

* *# * 

Life income annuities have become 
one of the most successful means of 
raising money for educational institu- 
tions. A common form is for a donor 
to make a gift which is held intact 
until the death of the donor, the in- 
stitution in the meantime paying him 
a guaranteed annual income. 

The following letter suggests an in- 
teresting variation of the annuity type 
of gift. It appears to offer special ad- 
vantages in cases of prospective donors 
of advanced years who need the in- 
come from their estate while living 
and who also want to do something 
of immediate benefit to an institution 
while they are yet living. 

The suggested plan would require 
the institution to use a substantial 
portion of the gift for the outright pur- 
chase of a life annuity for the donor 
from an insurance company. There- 
fore its advantage would be greater 
as the purchase price of the annu‘ty 
was smaller (having a larger balance 
to go to the institution), and its sound- 
ness would depend on purchasing such 
annuities from thoroughly sound insur- 
ance companies. 

A solicitor who obtained such gifts 
for an institution would naturally ex- 
pect a percentage of the amount raised 
as a fee for services rendered, 





Mr. George K. Gray is a successful 
annuity specialist of Louisville who 
was instrumental in the adoption of a 
faculty retirement plan in January, 
1939 by the University of Louisville, 

H. F. Brigham 
December 1, 1939 
aE * * 
Mr. Harold F. Brigham, Librarian, 
Louisville Free Public Library 
Louisville, Kentucky 


My dear Mr. Brigham: 

Pursuant to our recent conversation, 
I am acting upon your suggestion to 
state in writing the points which we 
discussed relating to the raising of en- 
dowment funds for libraries by the 
use of annuity contracts. 

‘Heretofore endowments have com- 
monly been raised either by solicita- 
tion of outright gifts or by a form of 
annuity which guarantees an income 
to the donor during his lifetime in an 
amount at least equal to interest 
earned on the principal sum involved. 
This means that there is no benefit 
to be had for the institution making 
the payments until the death of the 
donor. 

Under the proposed plan, which has 
been adopted by a number of represen- 
tative institutions and is being con- 
sidered by many others, a portion of 
the total gift is used to purchase a 
standard (legal reserve) annuity con- 
tract which will yield the donor an in- 
come equivalent to a fair return at 
interest on the entire amount donated, 
The remainder is available for endow- 
ment purposes at once, without wait- 
ing until the death of the donor. For 
example, at age 66 an annuity will 
yield approximately 10% for the in- 
dividual’s continuing lifetime, or a 
somewhat smaller amount for the joint 
lifetime of a man and wife. Assum- 
ing a gift of $10,000, one-half would 
be used to purchase an annuity yield- 
ing $500 each year, equal to 5% on 
the entire amount. The remaining 
one-half, or $5,000, would then become 
a part of the institution’s endowment. 

Clearly, this is as equitable to the 
individual as the other form of an- 
nuity, since the life: income to the 
donor is fully as large as the latter 
would offer, and undoubtedly the an- 
nuity would have a much greater prac- 
tical appeal for the donor than would 
the proposal to make an outright gift. 
A further advantage which may be 
claimed for this plan is that it is vir- 
tually free from all forms of taxation. 
The donor would pay no intangible 
property tax; his estate would be 
freed from inheritance and estate tax- 
es on the whole amount transferred; 
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there would be no gift tax unless the 
principle sum exceeded $45,000 and 
only three-tenths of the annuity in- 
come would be declarable for income 
tax purposes. 


I was glad to have your expression 
of interest in this plan as it might be 
related to the Louisville Public Li- 
brary and to other organizations in the 
Kentucky Library Association. I shall 
be pleased to confer with you or with 
any of the state librarians as to 
soliciting and putting annuities into 
force. I offer regards, and am 


Yours very truly, 


George K. Gray 
1482 Starks Building 
Louisville, Kentucky 


November 27, 1939 
* * * 


RURAL LIBRARY PROBLEMS 


Mr. Earl Mayhew, State Director of 
the Farm Security Administration, in 
discussing rural library problems in 
Kentucky stated that there are two 
basic and fundamental difficu'ties: 
viz, the lack of income for making 
library service available to the people 
in the rural areas and the lack of the 
type of literature designed to assist 
these people directly with their jobs. 
He stressed the great need of procur- 
ing funds and, of equal importance, 
the need of obtaining books and 
Pamphlets written on a level with the 
Mental capacity of the average rural 
inhabitant, which can be understood 
by him and used from day to day as a 
Means of aiding him in improving his 
Conditions, 





The State Library Survey Since 1933 


Harold F. Brigham, Librarian Louisville Free Public Library. 





I. Public Libraries in Cities 
II. Rural Libraries: County and 
Regional 
Ill. Adult Education 


The tabular summaries which. ap- 
pear below undertake to record library 
progress that has been made since the 
appearance of the Survey of 1933 in 
the three fields noted above. 


The recommendations of the Survey 
in the three fields have been restatea 
in abbreviated form, and opposite each 
a statement is made which attempts 


. to account for progress or develop- 


ments since 1933 with reference to the 
particular recommendation, 





These observations are at best sub- 
jective evaluations, although they are 
based on known facts and a study of 
the Biennial Reports of the State Li- 
brary Extension Division. No com- 
plete survey of library’ conditions to- 
day in Kentucky kas been possible. 
However, the observations have been 
stated in relative terms for the most 
part, rather than in dogmatic phraseo- 
logy, and they are felt to be essential- 
ly valid. All together they are consid- 
ered to give a reliable picture of pro- 
gress, or the lack of progress, since 
1933. 


A statement of general ‘“Conclu- 
sions” follows the tabular summaries. 


Il. PUBLIC LIBRARIES IN CITIES 


Recommendations 1933 
1. Preservation of essential commun- 
ity services, such as library serv- 
ices, against unreasonable “econo- 
mizing” in the Depression. 
2. Recognition of new opportunities: 
Increased leisure with emphasis on 
Adult Education and Recreation. 


3. Improved Library budget practice 
and planning, and good relation 
with appropriating authorities. 

4. Goal: free library service with tax 
support in every incorporated city 
or similar service on county basis. 


5. Extension of County (and region- 
al) Libraries: out of existing city 
libraries (plus assistance from ex- 
isting libraries to aid the Extension 
Division in its promotion work in 
adjacent areas). 


6. Equitable facilities and service for 
Negroes—rural as well as city. 


7. Rehabilitation of depieted book col- 
lections with “up-to-date, useable 
books maintained in respectable 
physical condition.” 


Inter-library cooperation in de- 
velopment of specialized  collec- 
tions (to avoid unnecessary dupli- 
cation and to conserve book funds). 


go 


9. Improved physical facilities, includ- 
ing location, equipment, lighting. 


10. Improved standards of personnel 
and salaries- (special province of 
Boards). 


Observations 1939 


Apparently done to reasonable ex- 
tent. 


Some progress, especially through 
W. P. A. 


Some progress, enforced by Depres- 
sion, but apparently no deliberate em- 
phasis. 


A few exceptional instances of pro- 
gress but slight advance toward the 
goal in the large, 


Encouraging progress: Note Fayette 
Country Library, also the T. V. A. Re- 
gional Library (4 counties) inaugurat- 
ed in 1939 by Murray State Teachers 
College Library. 


Negro service has held its own, but 
slight advance toward equitable facili- 
ties and service. 

Appreciable progress in conditioning 
existing book stocks, through W. P. A. 
chiefly, but apparently no progress 
otherwise. 


No appreciable progress 


Considerable progress in construc- 
tion of new buildings and enlargement 
and improvement of existing buildings 
through both private means and Fed- 
eral Relief Agencies (See Exhibit A 
below). 

Major progress, and a:surance of 
probably maximum progress. through 
State Certification Act. 
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fl. RURAL LIBRARIES: 


Recommendations 1933 


1. Strengthening of Extension Divi- 
sion through more adequate finan- 
cial support. 


to 


. Interpreting of library service to 
make libraries known and respect- 
ed, with emphasis on effort by ex- 
isting libraries. 

3. Obtaining the cooperation of other 
interested institutions and organ- 
izations and organizations estab- 
lishing new and improving exist- 
ing libraries. 

4. Acceptance of County and Region- 

al libraries as the best means of 

promoting Rural Library Service. 


5. One adequate demonstration on a 
county or (preferably) regional 
basis. (Five years before wholly 
supported locally). 


6. State aid, in “some form” 


7. Better book collections in rural li- 


braries. 

8. Better physical facilities for rural 
libraries. 

3. Better personnel standards and 
practices, inc!uding training and 
salaries. 


10. Provision for Negro Children as 
well as White Children in accord- 
ance with local policy. 


COUNTY AND REGIONAL 


Observations 1939 


Slight improvement from Depres- 
sion’s lowest ebb: $7,500 to $10,000 but 
situation still critical. This remains 
the greatest need and chief hope for 
future progress. 

Substantial emphasis given by K, C. 
L. L. and W. P. A. 


A beginning by K. C. L. L. and more 
recently by W. P. A., T. V. A., and 
mM. Y. A. 


Acceptance appears to be_ estab- 
lished and appreciable progress to- 
ward the goal, especially through W. 
P. A. and TF. V. A. 

Murray demonstration: (3-way) Ex- 
tension Division, T, V. A. and College. 


No headway but persistent emphasis 
and effort, with no diminution of hope. 

Considerable help from W. P. A. in 
reconditioning books. 

Considerable progress through W. P. 
A. (See Exhibit A below). 

Major progress assured through Cer- 
tification and some_ recent help 
through W. P. A. (“Manual”), 

Service to Negroes has held its own 
apparently and had some stimulation 
from W. P. A. rural library program, 
but the need still is great. 


EXHIBIT A 


New Libraries and New Library Construction, 1934 to 1939 


1. New Libraries established: 
Pineville (tax supported) 
Bowling Green (Subscription) 
Dixon (Woman’s Club) 
Stearns (Woman’s Club) 
Warsaw (Woman’s C:ub) 
Franklin (Private gift) 
Louisville Branch (tax 

supported) 


II. Rural libraries developed through 
W. P. A. Pack Horse Libraries 
(E, Ky.) 
County Seat Libraries (M. & 
W. Ky.) 
III. Tax support obtained: 
Augusta, 


IV. New Building erected: 


Franklin (private gift) 

Louisville Branch (Government aid) 
Danville (Private gift) 

Ashland (Government aid) 
Paintsville (Government aid?) 
Hodgenville (Government aid) 


V.. Buildings remodeled or added to 
London (Government aid) 
Paducah (Private gift) 








!! ATTENTION !! 
Kentucky Librarians 


If you are not a member of the 


KENTUCKY LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION 


'Why not JOIN NOW? 
Active Membership now $1.00 
Send dues to 


Margaret Lavin, Sec’y.-Treas. 
Univ. of Louisville Library 
Louisville, Ky. 














ARE YOU A MEMBER 
OF THE A. L. A.? 


Do you know that the Ameri- 
can Library Association helps to 
to ad- 
vance salaries, to provide better 
library tools, and to make li- 
braries a stronger and more ac- 


raise library standards, 


tive educational force? 


You need the monthly A. L, A. 
Bulletin to keep you informed 
about library progress. 


JOIN NOW 


Personal membership $3.00; 
Institutional membership $5.00. 


Application for membership 
may be made to American Li- 
brary Association, 520 N. Michi- 


gan Ave., Chicago, III. 


PLAN TO ATTEND THE 
A, L. A. ANNUAL CONFER- 
ENCE IN CINCINNATI. 

MAY 27 TO JUNE 1, 1940. 
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iil, ADULT EDUCATION 


A.—Formal types of service in libraries. 


B.—Informal types of service, namely the following: 


1. Readers’ advisory service, 

2. Reading lists and Reading courses. 

3. Vocational services to individuals 
and groups. 

4, Informational service on current 
matters. 

5. Informational service to 
definite personal needs. 

§. Avocational service (hobbies). 

7. Lectures and public forums, 

8. Facilities for educational meet- 
ings. 

Recommendations 1933 


meet 


1. Better public knowledge and un- 
derstanding of adult education op- 
portunities offered by libraries 
(calls for effective publicity and 
promotion), 

2. More emphasis on provision of 
special facilities and special ma- 
terials for adult education serv- 
ices. 

3. Accurate determination (by sur- 
vey) of special interests and needs 
of community and provision of the 
specialized adult education serv- 
ices required. 

4, Maintenance of strong contacts 
with existing groups which have 
educational programs to strength- 
en these programs and benefit 
community at large. 

5. Promotion of better citizenship 
through dissemination of informa- 
tion about questions of the day. 

6. Special attention to adult educa- 
tion service for Negroes, especial- 
ly in formal kinds. 


CONCLSIONS 


Il Major Advances have been made 
through: 

1. Federal Relief Agencies es- 
pecially the Work Projects 
Administration. 

a. Physical facilities for 
libraries. 

b. Library service projects, 
especially rural. 

c. Now a coordinated state- 


wide project and pro- 
gram. 
2. State Certification of librar- 
rians. 


8. Kentucky Citizens Library 
League (since 1936) 
IL Major Needs may be summarized 
as; 


9.. Service to study groups. 

10. Educational exhibits. 

11.. Educational talks, including radio 
broadcasts. 

12. Specialized reference ‘service, e.g. 
art, music. 

13. Museum service. 

14. Services to special activities 
groups, e.g. dramatics, etc. 

15. Educational clearing house serv- 
ice (calendar, etc.) 


Observations 1939 


Slight improvement, and none to be 
expected until libraries themselves 
have clearer understanding, more 
definite objectives, and more active 
program of adult education. 

A little more emphasis may be no- 
ticed, but slight advance made. 


Community studies of this kind still 
appear to be lacking, but more than 
ever needed with rapidly changing 
conditions, 


No proof of strengthened contacts. 


Some progress apparently (Study 
groups and classes, especially W. P. 
A.) 

Such services to Negroes have prob- 
ably advanced as much as similar 
services to White people by campari- 
son with 1933 (e.g. W.P.A. education- 
al program) but actual advance ob- 
viously very limited. 


1. A clearer statement of Ob- 
jectives. 

e.g. the Four General Objec- 

tives formulated by the K. 

C. L. A. at its Conference 

on Library Cooperation in 

July 1939. 

a. That libraries should be.. 
come more active agen- 
cies of education. 

b. That the public should: 


have a better under- 
standing of library serv- 
ices. 


ec. That librarians should 
‘rethink work with a view 
to identifying library 
service more effectively 
with the needs of people 


and of the community and to 
making library service more at- 
tractive and more convincing to 
the public. 


. That close cooperation is neces- 


sary on the part of all groups and 
organizations concerned to assure 
successful library development, 
with emphasis on the enlistment 
of strong local leadership in all 
library’ enteprises. 


2. Strengthening of the State 
vision of Library Extension. 
Substantially larger funds 
are needed for operation 
(more adequate staff and 
facilities) and for capital 
expenditures (for Book 
Stock). It is suggested that 
a Joint Committee repre- 
senting the K,. L. A. and K. 
Cc. L. L. determine ways and 
means of bringing about a 
strengthening of the State 
Division of Library Exten- 
sion. 

3. Obtaining of State Aid, and, 

in time, of Federal Aid for 
Libraries. 
The former is immediately 
to be sought. If it is im- 
possible to secure funds for 
distribution to local li- 
braries, it is necessary to 
secure state aid in the form 
of a substantial Book Fund 
for the Stite Division of Li- 
brary Extension which will 
make books available to lo- 
cal libraries which must 
have at least this much as- 
sistance in order to render 
effective service, 

4. Activation of Citizen In- 

terest. 
Citizen interest in libraries 
is rapidly becoming mobil- 
ized. through the. instru- 
mentality of the K:i:C€. L, L. 
and its able lay leadership. 
‘This movement has: been 
largely in the organization 
and motivation phases. 
“Activation” seems near at 
hand with full promise of. 
fruition in the improvement 
and extension of. -library. 
services in Kentucky. 

5. A Coordinated State Pro- 
gram of Library Develop- 
ment, with effective co-op- 
eration of all interested 
groups and organizations, 
including in particular all 
Federal Agencies identified 
in any way with libraries 
and library services. 
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PROGRESS IN PUBLIC LI- 
BRARY SERVICE FOR 
CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
IN KENTUCKY 


At this time please permit me to re- 
fer you to my complete outline of sug- 
gested procedure for Public Library 
Service to Children and Youth which 
was included in the reports of the Ken- 
tucky Library Survey Commission pub- 
lished in the Bulletin of the Kentucky 
Library Association, November 11 to 
December 16, 1938. So far as I know 
this survey like most of its kind is 
tucked away in desk drawers and fi!- 
ing cabinets, and not much has been 
done in the past six years to promote 
library service to children in the state 
of Kentucky. During these years I 
have written occasionally to libraries 
about their work with children and 
youth, but so far as I am able to de- 
termine there has been no actual con- 
certed effort on the part of a commun- 
ity or a library any place in Kentucky 
to state an adequate program of li- 
brary service to children and youth. 

In Louisville during the past six 
years there has been a development 
of two phases of the work. First: the 
program for children has been en- 
larged through the help of the Story 
telling Division of W. P. A. This pro- 
gram was set up under the guidance 
of the Children’s and School Depart- 
ment to extend storytelling, puppetry, 
dramatics, creative dramatics, oral 
“ reading, and radio programs to our 
ten branch libraries, four sub-branch 
libraries, children’s institutions, city 
and county schools. The ideals for 
this type of work from a public library 
standpoint have been maintained 
through a training class for the twen- 
ty to thirty W. P. A. workers on the 
project. In addition to the _ initial 
training class which covered a period 
of six weeks, one day a week is used 
for further training. This continuous 
training is the heart and life of the 
work. It is not suggested that a pro- 
gram of this kind be set up in a pub- 
lic library unless training can be given 
under a trained supervisor, 

Second: we have tried to work 
closely with adu‘ts who are interested 
in children; that is, we have extend- 
ed our program for adults who use 
children’s books. We look at this serv- 
iee from two viewpoints. First of all 
many parents, teachers, Sunday-school 
teachers, recreation workers, boy and 
girl scout leaders, camp counselors 
and others need books of stories, 
games, handicraft, music and drama- 
tics to be really efficient in the work 


they undertake in the interest of the 
community. Herein lies a big service 
that a public library can offer to a 
group of people who do not have the 
funds to purchase the necessary ma- 
terial. The other viewpoint is that 
children derive benefit from the public 
library service in direct relation to the 
interest taken in them by adults. 
There are so many worthwhile books 
written for children and youth to-day, 
but the majority of children seem to 
need some introduction to them, some 
help to get the benefit and joy they 
should derive. They also need guid- 
ance in the selection of the classics 
and standard books suitable for their 
particular period of development. In 
other words we wish to look more 
closely at the individual child and 
study his book needs from both a rec- 
reational and educational standpoint. 

In 1938 to promote this type of work 
a committee from the Fifth District 
Council Parent-Teacher Association 
issued, in cooperation with the Louis- 
ville library, a twenty-three page book- 
let entitled Books To Grow On. Five 
thousand copies were distributed to 
members of parent-teacher associa- 
tions in the fifth district which con- 
sists of Jefferson, Bullitt, Spencer, 
Henry, Shelby, Trimble, and Oldham 
counties. This annotated list of 
books for children and young people 
was designed to aid parents in the 
purchase of books for a home library, 
and also to call attention to public li- 
brary service in Louisville and Jeffer- 
son County. 


In 1939 a committee from the Louis- 
ville Parent-Teacher Council pub- 
lished a booklist of twenty-four pages 
entitled The Child and His Books. One 
thousand copies have been distributed 
to the membership in Louisville and 
the remaining four thousand will be 
distributed during Book Week. 


In an effort to reach all parent-teach- 
er associations both public and paro- 
chial, the city has been divided into 
neighborhoods and each Branch li- 
brarian is responsible for talks to P. 
T. A. groups in her particular area. 


During the past year the parent- 
teacher room has been reconditioned 
and a number of new books on story- 
telling, children’s dramatics, games, 
and picture books for the pre-school 
child have been added. Efforts are 
also being made to build up the 
pamphlet collection on child-welfare. 


At this time it seems important to 
re-emphasize some of the principles 
upon which library service to children 
and youth are based in view of the 


discussions regarding the re-organiza- 
tion of the American Library Associa- 
tion, Federal and state aid. 


To-day librarians in the state of 
Kentucky are asked to keep the fol- 
lowing principles in mind: 

The first principle is that children 
and young people in urban and rural 
regions need public library service. 
The term service is used here as a 
rather inclusive term to mean not on- 
ly books but all advantages that come 
to a child from voluntary participa- 
tion in a public institution set up to 
give entire library service to the citi 
zenry of a community, 


Since school library service which 
is highly specialized has been so wide- 
ly publicized, and rightly so, we need 
to bear in mind that excellent as it 
may be when fully developed, the 
school library can not be a substitute 
to the child for the public library. In 
this institution, the public library, the 
child is not under the constant super- 
vision of an instructor, and he can en- 
joy the freedom of voluntary choice of 
books and magazines. The child also 
benefits from a general training that 
comes from being responsible for a 
library card, and from learning how 
to conduct himself in a public build- 
ing which he will use throughout his 
life time. 

A second principle when working 
with children and young people is that 
book and magazine buying should be 
based upon the concensus of opinion 
of specialists in public library work. 
It is not desirable that any individual 
in a community should impose his or 
her ideas regarding the inclusion or 
exclusion of reading material against 
established or generally accepted 
principles of book selection. Children 
undoubtedly in a public library are 
entitled to the same protection from 
the library board and the librarian 
that is accorded them in the public 
school system. All print, advertise- 
ments, and propaganda resulting from 
our highly commercialized competitive 
civilization should be weighed care- 
fully and nothing included in the chil- 
dren’s collection that does not meas- 
ure up to generally accepted standards 
of educational authorities. This state- 
ment is not to be construed in any 
sense to apply to’the princip!es under- 
lying the selection of books for the 
adult clientele. 

A third principle to bear in mind 
when developing library service for 
children and youth is that the books 
should be strongly bound and well 
mended. -It is far better to have @ 
well selected juvenile library to be 
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read in the library only, than to have 
the shelves filled with ragged, soiled 
pooks and many undesirable titles, 
The books and magazine collection 
shovld be kept in good physical condi- 
tion if we expect to teach young peo- 
ple to care for books and appreciate 
them. 

A fourth principle is that the guid- 
ance of librarians is necessary in a 


library if the young clientele is to 


become acquainted with books that not 
only meet his interests, but also de- 
velop new interests and broaden his 
experience. 

A fifth principle is that boys and 
girls need an introduction to some of 
the basic tools as the card catalog, 
encyclopedias and dictionaries, They 
need this instruction not only to use 
their own public library, but also that 
they may have confidence in the use 
of any public library. Children and 
young people should learn to use their 
public library and feel at home in it 
so that they will instinctively turn to 
a public Library in any community in 
which they may live. 

A sixth principle is that children’s 
books on a wide scope of subjects 
should be provided by a public library 
for the use of parents, and others who 
are working with groups of children. 
Although in Kentucky the public li- 
braries are limited in resources, an 
effort should be made in every com- 
munity to interest adults in this type 
of library service. Here, undoubtly, 
lies an uncultivated field beside other 
uncultivated fields for the Kentucky 
Citizens Library League to cultivate. 

In closing let me say that nerhaps 
one of the reasons that public library 
service in Kentucky has not developed 
to the extent that it should is because 
the above six principles have not been 
consistently observed. The children 
of Kentucky have not grown up iibrary 
minded. Let us remember that the 
child and the youth of to-day is the 
adult borrower of to-morrow and what 
is more important the tax-payer and 
the politician. Bernice W. Bell 

Head of Children’s and School Dept. 

Louisville Free Pub‘ic Library. 
* * #* 


HIGH SCHOOL LIBRARY 


Miss Faye Champion, Paducah, re- 
Ported that since the office of High 
School Library Supervisor has been 
discontinued the statistics and records 
of High School libraries of Kentucky, 
at present are not available; therefore 
it was impossible to bring up-to-date 
the 1933 survey of Kentucky High 
School libraries. Miss Champion made 


a plea that an effort be made to re- 
establish this office. 
* * * 
COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY 
LIBRARIES 


The fifteen junior college libraries 


have a total enrollment of over 2,200 ° 


students, an average of less than 200 
for each. Their total annual income 
is under $25,000, or an average of 
$1,588, apiece. The total number of 
volumes in these libraries is 120,000, 
an increase in the five years of 30,000 
volumes. This junior college group— 
of great importance in the state—still 
does not have the financial support it 
so badly needs, but its book collec- 
tions have grown considerably. 


The eleven four-year colleges pri- 
vately endowed or supported, have li- 
braries which aggregate 350,000 vol- 
umes, as contrasted with 237,0C0 vol- 
umes five years ago, and a total ex- 
penditure annually of over $96,000. 
This means an average income per 
library of $8,750 with the size of the 
collection averaging 31,600. The stu- 
dent enrollment of these private col- 
leges totals 7,422. Once more we see 
that the collections and student enroll- 
ment have grown, but the financial 
backing has not improved. 


All of these private institutions, 
junior college and four-year institu- 
tions have nearly 10,000 students, 
which is a distinct gain over the 8,000 
of 1933. 


The state-supported institutions— 
the University and the four teachers 
colleges—have a gross expenditure for 
their libraries of $113,680 annua’ly, 
and over 400,000 volumes in their li- 
brary collections. Their total enroll- 
ment is about 9,000 students. The book 
collections in these libraries have 
grown from 327,000 to 400,000. 


The gross annual income for college 
libraries in Kentucky is $233,800, the 
total number of volumes 872,800, and 
total registered enrollment of under- 
graduate students is 18,548, while 
graduate students enrolled are 691. 
These are for the regular sessions. 
The summer session enroliment for 
the state is 11,190, of which over 1000 
are graduate students. 


In addition to the above, there are 
533 students in the two theological 
seminaries with 70,000 volumes, and 
over 800 negro students in two insti- 
tutions of higher education, with only 
18,300 volumes in their combined li- 
braries but with two trained librarians 
in each institution, 


When we take a look at the library 
staffs of these thirty odd institutions 
we find that in the junior colleges all 
have trained or partly trained librar- 
ians, except two. In the sixteen four- 
year institutions there are nearly six- 
ty staff members and forty-seven of 
them are trained librarians, 


When I reported to the college ii- 
brarians at Berea in 1937 on the re- 
sults of our survey of resources of 
Kentucky libraries I said that the li- 
braries in Kentucky had never re- 
ceived any large gifts or endowments. 
Though this still holds good Kentucky 
librarians can feel encouraged by one 
feature of library development lately 
—that Kentucky libraries seem to be 
getting “on the list” for gifts of var- 
ious kinds, chiefly from such sources 
as the Carnegie Corporation and the 
General Education Board. 

About ten years ago Berea College 
received from the Carnegie Corpora- 
tion a substantial grant for the pur- 
chase of books. In the past three 
years four junior colleges in Kentucky 
have received grants from the same 
board as follows: Sue Bennett College, 
London, $4,500; Bethel Woman’s Col-. 
lege, Hopkinsville $3,000; Pikeville 
College $3,000; Mt. St. Joseph College, : 
Maple Mount $1,5C0. C 


Western Kentucky State Teachers <7 ¢ A 
College is receiving $500 annually for “hyp 
ten years from the McGregor fund as > 


the purchase of Americana. 


The University of Louisville and the o S 0¢ 


University of Kentucky have both re- 
ceived the Music Study Library from 
the Carnegie Corporation, valued at 
$2,500, and the Art Library at the 
University of Kentucky has receivec 
a further gift from the Carnegie Cor- 
poration of $2,000 for materials for 
the instruction in the graphic arts. 
The University of Kentucky Library 
has been given also by the General 
Education Board $10,000 for books and 
other library materials for graduate 
work in rural sociology and economics, 
and has a special appropriation from 
the state during the current biennium 
for the purchase of library materials 


’ for research work. 


The University of Louisville Library 
has had substantial gifts from ‘Justice 
Brandeis, Mr. Morris Belknap, Mrs. 
Thruston Ballard, and other prominent 
citizens of Louisville for its music, 
art, and economics collections. 

In material equipment college li- 
braries have moved forward in the five 
year period. Eastern Kentucky State 
Teachers College and Berea College 
have both had substantial additions to 
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their buildings and have set for the 
rest of us a high standard of beauty 
and usefulness in their new reference 
and reserved book rooms. George- 
town College remodeled and renovat- 
ed its library, Western Kentucky State 
Teachers College has just finished 
their new Kentucky building and the 
University of Kentucky has added 
three new department libraries, engin- 
eering, law, and an enlarged library 
for the experiment station, while two 
of the professional schools of the Un1- 
versity of Louisville, the School of 
Medicine and the School of Law, have 
new and enlarged quarters for their 
libraries, 
Miss Margaret I. King 
Librarian Univ. of Ky., Lex. 
* ¥ * 


LIBRARY TRAINING 


The Report of the Survey Commis- 
sion has helpd to improve the library 
training situation. Library instruction 
is limited to only a few schools to 
prevent over-supply. The University 
of Kentucky has the only library 
school. A minor in Library Science 
for teacher-librarians is given at Mur- 
ray State Teachers College and West- 
ern State Teachers College among 
state schools, and among private 
schools a minor is given at Berea and 
Nazareth and a major at Sacred Heart. 

Margie He!m 
Western Ky. State Teachers 
College, Bowling Green. 
* * % 


LIBRARY PUBLICITY 


An essay contest in the schools of 
the state is being sponsored by the 
Publicity Committee of the K. L. A. 
Rules of the contest are printed in this 
issue of the Bulletin. A mimeo- 
graphed copy of the announcement 
with the rules of the contest are be- 
ing sent to all Junior and Senior High 
Schools and County Superintendents 
in Kentucky. 

The contest, suggested by the Ken- 
tucky Citizens Library League, is 
planned as one means of publicizing 
the need for adequate library service 
in the state of Kentucky. It is hoped 
that parent interest will be aroused, 
and that high school students as fu- 
ture citizens, will become more alert 
to the possibilities for improving li- 
brary service. 

All librarians are urged to encour- 
age boys and girls of the local com- 
munity to participate. Interest in the 
contest can be promoted in the follow- 
ing ways: 


i. Feature publicity items about 


your library in the local paper. 

2. Conduct a library service survey 
of your community or your coun- 
ty to coincide with the time of 
the contest. Your community or 
your couaty may need more serv- 
ice. 

3. Make books and pamphlets on 
the subject of library service 
available to students. 

4. Have essays published in the lo- 
cal newspapers. 

Please send all news items about 
your library to the Chairman of Pub- 
licity, K. L. A., Berea College Library, 
Berea, Kentucky. The Committee 
urges your cooperation. 

Virginia Engle, 
Chairman of Publicity. 


* * * 


WHY KENTUCKY NEEDS STATE. 
WIDE LIBRARY SERVICE 


RULES of the contest: 


1. A student attending grades 7-12 
in any school in Kentucky is 
eligible. 

2. The essay shall not exceed 500 
words in length. 

3. Neatness and legibility wiil count 
but first consideration will be 
originality and thought expressed. 

4. All entries must be in the hands 
of the Chairman of Pyblicity, 
Kentucky Library Association, 
Berea, Kentucky, by March 15, 
1940. 

5. The essay shall be signed with 
the name, the address, the school 
grade, and the school of the 
writer, 

6. The judges will be a teacher, a 
lawyer, a member of the Ken- 
tucky Citizens’ Library League, 
and two librarians. 

7. Essays will not be returned. Win- 
ning essays will be used by the 
Publicity Committee of the Ken- 
tucky Library Association. 

PRIZES offered to students: 


Grades 7-9 Grades 10-12 
First prize: $10.00 $10.00 
Second prize: $ 7.50 $ 7.50 
Third prize: $ 5.00 $ 5.00 


Fourth prize: Any book costing not 
more than $5.00 selected by the 
student from the publications of 
the Junior Literary Guild. (Giv- 
en by the Junior Literary Guild) 
Any book from the catalog of 
the ,Louisville News Company, 
selected by the student, (Given 
by the Louisville News Com- 
pany), 


AWARDS offered to school from whicy 
the first prize winners come: 


Grades 7-9: Compton’s Picture 
Encyclopedia (contributed by F, 
E. Compton and’ Company 
through Arthur M._ Tressell, 
State manager for Kentucky), 


Grades 10-12: The World Book En- 
cyclopedia (contributed by Mr, 
S. C. Callison, Kentucky repre. 
sentative of the World Book En. 
cyclopedia). 


a ue 


LIBRARY EXTENSION DIVISION 
AIDS IN ESSAY CONTEST 


Miss Lena B. Nofcier of the Library 
Extension Division at Frankfort, has 
enthusiastically planned with the 
Publicity Committee of the K. L. A, 
for students over the state participat- 
ing in the essay contest on the subjeci 
Why Kentucky Needs State-wide Li- 
brary Service, to have access to per- 
tinent materials to aid them in writ- 
ing the essay. 


To each school in which there are 
contestants her office will send a kit 
of material, which includes a map of 
Kentucky showing the counties of the 
state having county-wide library serv- 
ice, the counties having one or more 
local public libraries, and the coun- 
ties having no local public library 
service, and additional statistical in- 
formation. The kit will include also 
condensations and excerpts of articles 
which have been published; a bibliog- 
raphy of useful articles, books, and 
pamphlets; a list of questions to stim- 
ulate thinking about the problem; and 
about ten pamphlets such as A. L. A 
Equal Chance; Books Help to Make It, 
and Library Service Available to the 
Public Schools of Kentucky, a bulletin 
issued by the Department of Educa 
tion. 


With this material in the hands of 
school librarians, teachers, and prin- 
cipals; with students reading it and 
discussing it with their parents, surely 
citizens and future citizens of Ken- 
tucky will become more fully aware of 
the importance of, and need for, equal- 
ized state-wide library service. 


PUBLICITY METHODS USED BY A 
PUBLIC LIBRARY 


The following methods have been 
used with success in the Louisville 
Free Public Library and are applicable 
to any public library. 
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PUBLIC LIBRARY PUBLICITY 
METHODS 


1. Newspapers 

A. Local newspapers informed of 
changes in library policies, ad- 
ditions or physical changes in 
library buildings. 

B. A reporter invited to Library 
Board meetings, bringing the 
discussion of library problems 
to the attention of the public. 

C. Lists of books on timely subjects 
sent papers. 

D. Special or seasonal services ad- 
vertised, such as extension of 
time, during summer vacation 
period, for books taken out of 


town. 
2. Schools. 

A. Schools in city and county 
visited by Children’s Depart- 
ment and Branch Librarians. 

B. Classes of elementary school 
children invited in groups ac- 


companied by teacher to visit 
libraries. Entertained by pup- 
pet shows, story hours, shown 
book collections and use of li- 
brary. 

C. High School and N. Y. A. groups 
taken on tour of library and 
shown how library operates. 

D. Letters of congratulations sent 
to each High School graduate be- 
fore High School graduation, en- 
closing lists of reading sugges- 
tions and inviting him to use 
his public library. 

E. Summer reading clubs formed 
by Children’s Department and 
Branch Libraries in cooperation 
with the public schools in city 
and county. 

F. Children’s Book Week celebrat- 
ed in Children’s Department and 
Branch Libraries by book ex- 
hibits, puppet shows and story 
hours with special invitations 
sent to all schools in city and 
county. Talks were also made 
by the librarians in the schools 
and to Parent-Teacher groups. 
Some of the exhibits included 
the Newbery Medal _ books, 
Caldecott Medal books, famous 
illustrators of different coun- 
tries and dolls of foreign lands. 

3. Civic Organizations. 

‘A. Talks on library service and 
book reviews given before clubs 
and various groups in commun- 
ity by librarian, heads of de- 
partments and branch librarians. 

B. Lists of library books on sub- 
jects of club lectures made and 
distributed at meetings. 


C. Posters and book lists placed in 
Y. M. C. A, YY. W. C. A. and 
Automobile Club. 

4. Window Displays 

Displays publicizing Public Li- 
brary and books placed in win- 
dows of department stores and 
banks. 

5. Radio. 

A. Adult and juvenile books re- 
viewed on radio by Library staff 
members, (This has not been 
done during the past year 
though proved’ a_ successful 
method of library publicity 
when carried out in previous 
years). 

B. Displays held by Circulation De- 
partment in connection with the 
weekly program of America’s 
Town Meeting of the Air, which 
supplies a poster for this serv- 
ice and a weekly list of books 
on the subject of discussion, pre- 
pared by the New York Public 
Library. 

C. Children’s plays and stories pre- 
sented on radio by the W. P. A. 
under supervision of Children’s 
Department. 

6. Moving Pictures. 

A. Posters and displays of books 
in Circulation Department and 
Branch Libraries in connection 
with moving pictures of histori- 
cal or literary interest or found- 
ed on some well known book or 
famous character, 

. Posters in theatres stating that 
the Public Library has the book 
from which the picture was tak- 
en and listing other books on 
the same subject. 

(All the posters for the library 

and theatres made by the iccal 

theatre showing the _ picture, 
though Library supplies infor- 
mation for poster). 

The Louisville Free Public Library 
realizes the need of library publicity 
and hopes that the day will come when 
we can include this important item 
in our planned library budget. 

Winifred L. Hutchings, Head 
Circulation Department 
Louisville Free Public Library. 
% ak 
CERTIFICATION 

Mr. Harold F. Brigham, Chairman of 
the State Certification Board reported 
that certification forms have been 
adopted, rules and regulations formu- 
lated, a copy of which appeared in the 
K. L. A. Bulletin October, 1939, and 
that prior service life certificates will 
be sent to librarians in the near fu- 
ture, 


All librarians were urged to send 
any questions or problems pertaining 
to certification to the State Certifica- 
tion Board. Bias 

REVISION OF THE K. L. A. 

CONSTITUTION 


The constitutional changes passed 
at the fall session of the K. L. A. pro- 
vide (1) different classes of member- 
ship with varying dues, (2) a change 
in terms of office for the President 
and two Vice-Presidents from two 
years to one, and (3) provision for the 
publication of the Bulletin at least 
once a year. 

The dues for active membership 
have been reduced to $1.00 in the hope 
that all librarians in the state will be- 
come members. Other classes of mem- 
bership are past-service membership 
with dues of $1.00 for those no longer 
in active library service, associate 
membership with dues of $1.00 for 
those not engaged in library service 
but interested in the work of the As- 
sociation, institutional membership 
with an annual fee of $5.00, and life 
membership carrying a single fee of 
$25.00. 

The change in terms of office of the 
President and the two Vice-Presidents 
to one year should permit more con- 
centration of effort on the part of 
these officers. Since the First Vice- 
President is to be the President-elect, 
and the President is to become an ex- 
officio member of the Board for one 
year, the necessary continuity of serv- 
ice is still maintained, yet without the 
weight of responsibility resting upon 
the same officer. The terms of office 
of the Secretary-Treasurer and four 
directors remain at two years. Provi- 
sion is also made for the appointment 
of the Editor of the Bulletin by the 
President and his attendance at all 
Board meetings. Because’ certain of- 
fices filled last year by election do not 
expire until 1940, it was provided that 
these officers continue until the ex- 
piration of their terms, 

The addition of a by-law providing 
for the publication of the K. L. A. Bul- 
letin at least once each year, or more 
frequently at the discretion of the of- 
ficers, will eliminate the necessity of 


‘having the Board take action on this 


matter every year. 

A large increase in membership will 
be needed to maintain proper financial 
support. Let each member urge his 
colleagues in the state and those oth- 
erwise interested to fulfill his profes- 
sional obligations by becoming a mem- 
ber of his closest professional organi- 
zation, the K. L. A. 

Evelyn J. Schneider, Chairman 
K. L. A. Reorganization Com, 
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A. L. A. REORGANIZATION . 


Since A. L. A. Reorganization has 
been one of the foremost topics under 
consideration for the past year, it was 
with great interest that we welcomed 
Miss Lucile M. Morsch of the Enoch 
Pratt Free Library, Baltimore, a mem- 
ber of the Third Activities Committee, 
to discu:s at the session on Saturday 
morning some of the points in the pro- 
posals for reorganization. As time did 
not permit discussion of the entire re- 
port (1), the more important features 
of which have already been received 
with almost unanimous approval, Miss 
Morsch wisely brought out those 
points about which there might be dis- 
agreement. The slides showing charts 
of the governing bodies as composed 
at present and those under the pro- 
posed plan indicated clearly that a 
more logical and more democratic or- 
ganization would result if the recom- 
mendations were adopted in effect. 

The proposed change making the 
Council one hundred percent elective 
and giving representation to all state 
and regional groups and to all sec- 
tions of A. L. A., with representatives 
elected for four years, was generally 
accepted. A large majority of K. L. 
A. members, however, favored a min- 
imum of one hundred members _ in- 
stead of 125 for representation on the 
Council. The question, whether every 
state association or division should be 
given representation irrespective of 
the number of members, resulted in 
almost a tie, there being a majority 
of two votes in favor of such represen- 
tation. ‘Discussion of the questions 
concerning proportional representa- 
tion on the Csuncil or on the Execu- 
tive Board on the basis of salary, po- 
sition (non-administrative assistants), 
or age (Junior members) showed K. 
L. A. members in unanimous agree- 
ment, that rather than these considera- 
tions ability and other similar quali- 
fications should determine election to 
these two bodies. 

One of the most difficult matters 
under consideration in reorganization 
is to procure adequate financial sup- 
port for the numerous activities of A. 
L. A. which are quite necessary in the 
interest of librarianship and yet to 
provide a scale of dues which makes 
it possible for every librarian in active 
service to be a member of the A. L. 
A. Presentation of two plans for 
membership and dues resulted in a 
large majority of votes in favor of the 
scale of dues based on salaries as re- 
commended by the Third Activities 


(1) A.L.A. Bulletin, June, 1939. 


Committee to one based primarily on 
age as recommended by: the Member- 
ship Committee. (2) 

Miss Morsch explained the status 
under the proposed plan of national 
associations now separate from the A. 
L. A. When it was clearly shown that 
only advantages would accrue to such 
organizations if affiliated as divisions 
of the A. L. A., it was generally agreed 
that one national organization to re- 
present all librarians and libraries of 
the U. S. would possess more strength 
and more influence and would be pre- 
ferable to a number of separate as- 
sociations representing different types 
of libraries and acting independently. 

Miss Morsch very successfully clari- 
fied a number of questions which had 
arisen in our minds and gave us a 
better understanding of numerous 
points involved. We were fortunate 
indeed in having present a representa- 
tive from A. L. A. so thoroughly con- 
versant with the subject of Reorgan- 
ization, so familiar with the problems 
confronting the rank and file of librar- 
ians, and so unselfishly interested in 
making A. L. A. a democratic and 
wholly functional organization for the 
benefit of all librarians. It was with 
regret that the discussion was neces- 
sarily brought to a close. 

The report of the Activities Com- 
mittee will be discussed further at the 
mid-winter meeting of the A. L. A. 
in Chicago, with subsequent action on 
the Report by the Council. At the an- 
nual meeting of A. L. A. in Cincinnati, 
May 27 to June 1, 1940, the matter of 
Reorganization will be brought before 
the entire membership. 

Evelyn J. Schneider, Chairman 

A. L. A. Reorganization Committee. 

* tk * 
HIGH SCHOOL LIBRARY 
SECTION FORMED AT 
CONFERENCE 


The High School librarians unani- 
mously agreed that the K. L. A. 
should have a High School Library 
Section with a program suitable to 
the needs and interests of school li- 
brarians and that this school section 
shall lend its support to the K. L. A., 
thus strengthening it through the 
membership of all High School librar- 
ians in Kentucky. 

Miss Martha Boaz, Jeffersontown 
High School Library was elected chair- 
man; Mrs. Kate Barton, Bowling 
Green High School Library, vice-chair- 
man and Miss Alvina Headley, Corbin 
High School Library, Secretary-treas- 
urer. 


(2) A.L.A. Bwiletin, April, 1938, 


The Section passed a resolution that 
an effort be made to reestablish the 
office of school-library supervisor in 
Frankfort. 


JUNIOR SECTION DINNER 


The Junior Section welcomed a]] 
new K. L. A. members at a pre-con- 
ference dinner held at the Canary Cot- 
tage on October 12. 


The chairman, Miss Carolyn Fox- 
worth, introduced the K. L. A. officers 
to the new members and the Juniors, 
After a few words from the President 
Miss Foxworth introduced Mr. C. H., 
Compton, St. Louis Librarian, who 
gave a short, though inspirational talk, 


Mrs. Sarah Rodes Graham of the 
University of Louisville Library was 
elected chairman to fill the unexpired 





— a 


— 





term of the chairman, whose resigna-_ 


tion had been accepted. Miss Adaline 
Lewman of the Louisville Free Public 
Library was elected secretary for a 
term of two years. 


* * ok 


JUNIOR SECTION 
Program of Work 


After several meetings, the Junior 
Section Program Committee has decid- 
ed upon a project. The Committee be- 
gan by studying the K. L. A. Survey 
of 1934 and the various projects com- 
pleted by Juniors in other states. 
Since we wanted to find a practical 
project and one that we could com- 
plete, we chose to compile a Directory 
of Kentucky Librarians. 


We intend to have two lists, one 
straight alphabetical list, and one by 
types of library service,—school, col- 
lege, public and special. We plan to 
divide the state by regions, probably 
by the 16 regions suggested by the LI 
brary Extension Division in 1937, with 


a Chairman in each region. Each 
Chairman wil be supplied with a list 
of the schools and lists of the college, 
junior college and public libraries 
within her district. 


We hope that this directory will 
prove to be useful to Kentucky Li 
brarians as well as a practical pro 
ject for the Juniors. Juniors in other 
states have done highly commendable 
work; we in Kentucky can equal them 
if every member will participate ac 
tively in the work. The Committee 
welcomes your suggestions. 


The Committee also suggested that 
the Louisville group of Juniors meet 
twice a year in addition to the two 
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state meetings during the K. E. A. and 
the K. L. A. Annette Crutcher, Chair- 
man of the Louisville group and her 
committee are working out a program, 
perhaps one on the opportunities of- 
fered to young librarians in’the differ- 
ent types of library service. 


For the meeting during the K. E. A. 
in Louisville we plan an interesting 
program and look forward to an en- 
thusiastic gathering of all Juniors in 
the state. 


Sarah Rodes Graham, Chairman. 
Adaline Lewman, Secretary. 


ab 8 


KENTUCKY LIBRARY AS- 
SOCIATION. REPORT 
OF LEGISLATIVE 
CHAIRMAN 


To the members of the Kentucky Li- 
brary Association: 


As your Legislative Chairman, I 
have been asked to prepare legislation 
to be introduced at the 1940 meeting 
of the General Assembly. The pro- 
gram outlined to me by Miss Nofcier 
and Mr. Brigham was as follows: 


1. An enabling Act for Federal Aid 
to Libraries. 


2. A State Bill to assist such librar- 
ies as are unable to finance their 
program from local revenue. 


3..An amendment to existing laws 
to provide regional libraries. 


On July 27, 1939 a letter went for- 
ward to all candidates for the legista- 
ture setting out this program and the 
response was most encouraging. Thir- 
ty-three candidates answered the let- 
ter and each and every one of them 
stated that they were interested in see- 
ing such a program carried into effect. 


There are attached to this report 
two of the bills which I was asked to 
prepare, the Federal Aid enabling Act 
and the State Aid Bill. (These bills to 
be filed with K. L. A. Secretary). The 
Federal Aid Bill is, as I have stated, 
an anabling act whereby the Library 
Extension Division of the Department 
of Library and Archives may receive, 
accept and administer funds allocated 
to it by the United States Givernment, 
if and when the bill making the ap- 
Propriation passes . Congress. The 
State Aid Bill provides for an appro- 
Priation of One Hundred Thousand 
Dollars to be used by the Library Ex- 
tension Division of the Department of 
Library and Archives in aiding and 
equalizing public library service in 
Kentucky. 


After reading the Chapter on Re- 
gional Problem in Carleton B. Joeck- 
el’s “Government of the American 
Public Library”, I discussed this type 
of legislation with Judge Richard 
Priest Dietzman, who by the way was 
good enough to give his O. K. on the 
two bills, which have been prepared. 
It was our opinion that regional li- 
brary service would run into Constitu- 
tional complications as well as trading 
area problems. It was our opinion that 
through Federal Aid and State Aid the 
same results could be accomplished. I 
have therefore not drawn the third 
measure. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Anna H. Settle, 
Legislative Chairman. 


%* + % 


KENTUCKY CITIZENS’ LI- 
BRARY LEAGUE 


Mr. C. H. Compton, librarian, St. 
Louis Public Library addressed the 
members of the Kentucky Citizens’ Li- 
brary League on “The Citizen’s Oppor- 
tunity” at a luncheon meeting in the 
crystal ball room of the Brown Hotel 
on Saturday, October 14. Dr. Ray- 
mond L. Roof of Paducah followed Mr. 
Compton with an enthusiastic talk on 
the same subject from the citizen’s 
point of view. A business meeting 
followed. 


The Kentucky Citizens’ Library 
League, which now has over 750 mem- 
bers has the following officers: 


Officers 

Mrs. A. S. Gardiner, Horse Cave, 
President. 

Mrs. W. T. Fowler, Lexington, 1st 
Vice President. 

Mrs, J. M. Baker, Dixon, 2nd Vice 
President. 

Mrs. Robert M. Fort, Frankfort, Sec- 
retary-Treasurer. 


Executive Board 


Miss Mary Verhoeff, Louisville. 
Miss Mary E. Floyd, Richmond. 
Dean A, G. Weidler, Berea. 

Mr. Harold F. Brigham, Louisville. 
Mr. Virgil Steed, Lexington. 


Regions Organized 


Region 1. Paducah: Dr. Raymond L. 
Roof, President. 

Region 3. Henderson: Supt. N, O. 
Kimbler, President. 

Region 4. Owensboro: Mr. Chester 
Igleheart, President. 

Region 5. Bowling Green: Miss Ida 


L. Hodges, President. 


Pineville: Mrs. H. M. 


Mould, President. 


Region 10. Hazard: Mr. R. T, Whitt- 
inghill, President, 


Ashland: Mr. P. C. Van- 
Gilst, President. 


Region 9. 


Region 12. 


State Chairmen 


Archives ....Mrs. Emma Guy Cromwell 
Frankfort. 


BIMANCE : «<<. Miss E.izabeth Green 
Louisville. 


Legislation ............ Mrs, Anna H. Settle 
Louisville. 


Membership ....Mrs. Walter A. Radford 
Louisville. 


Organization ...... Miss Lena B. Nofcier 
Frankfort 


Promotion ................ Harold F. Brigham 
Louisville. 


PUDNCICY » 250-0. Harry H. Wilson 
Munfordville 


Speakers Bureau ...... A. B. Guthrie, Jr. 
Lexington. 


* # * 


K. C. L. L, PLAN OF WORK FOR 
1939.40: 


1. Co-operate with K. L, A. in spon- 
soring the Essay Contest on “Why 
Kentucky Needs State-Wide Li- 
brary Service.” 


2. Provide in both Junior and Senior 
High Schools for the winners in the 
Essay Contest, the first and second 
cash prizes. 


3. Support the K. L, A. Legislative 
Program. 


4. Complete organizations of the Re- 
gions. 


5. Effect County organization in the 
Regions organized. 


6. Have a Regional meeting in each 
Region organized, preferably in 
the spring months. 


7. Aid library development and serv- 


ice in every way possible. 
ok * * 


A. L, A. MID-WINTER MEETING 


The report of the Third Activities 
Committee on A. L. A. reorganization, 
as outlined in the December ‘A. L, A. 
Bulletin, was voted on favorable, with 
a few minor changes, by the Council 
at the mid-winter meeting held in Chi- 
cago. For the detailed report see the 
next issue of the A. L. A. Bulletin. 

The Executive Board of the A. L. A. 
announced the 1941 convention will be 
held in Boston, Massachusetts. 
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Libraries and The War in Europe 


(Statement adopted by the Council of The American Library Association, December 29, 1939) 


/ 


The social and intellectual unrest growing out of the present world situation may lead to 
confusion and hopelessness; or it may lead to something of a renaissanee of critical inquiry and 
constructive thinking. Whether the result will be the one or the other will depend in no small 
measure on the ability of libraries and other agencies of enlightenment to supply the facts and 
materials needed by people for answering their questions. 


Democracy may or may not be at stake, but it cannot now be taken for granted. An un- 
usual opportunity exists to increase understanding of what democracy is in its political, economic 
and cultural aspects, and how it can be perfected. Because some knowledge of the government- 
al systems with which it is or may be in competition is essential to such understanding, read- 
ing should be encouraged and facilitated not only on democracy, but on other ideologies. Prop- 
aganda should not so much be feared and avoided as confronted with evidence and informed 
interpretation. 


The essential internationalism of intellectual materials should lead every librarian and li- 
brary trustee to assist in maintaining respect for the cultural achievements of all peoples, and 
to advoeate continuing cultural relations with all nations, in spite of difficulties. 


The war, the peace to follow, disarmament, the many proposals for continental or world 
union, our own governmental. policies—these and scores of other war-time subjects need public 
consideration and discussion in the light of factual materials which libraries can best provide. 
So also do our domestic problems, the prompt solution of which may perhaps assure the con- 
tinuation of democracy in this nation. 


The present situation calls for a positive program of stimulation and leadership. Libraries 
have an opportunity to make possible the reading of thought-provoking books on socially signifi- 
cant questions; they have an obligation to make it difficult for people to escape the influence 
of such books. Librarians do not tell people what to think; they do give their readers, in books, 
the facts and ideas which are the food of thought. A generous provision of books and services 
on all aspects of current problems and their historical antecedents is a first obligation of the 
library in times like these. 


The library can not work alone, but must work with all other agencies concerned with educa- 
tion and the diffusion of ideas. Schools, colleges, debating clubs, forums, organized groups of 
many kinds—all will need to an unusual degree the materials and services of the library in 
fields related to society’s present problems. The library must not fail them. 


A vigorous emphasis on issues which are of importance to American citizens ean be used 
to strengthen the library’s grip on its long-time objectives. Reading and study may be vital- 
ized by being related to events and ideas which are stirring men’s minds at the moment; the 
diffusion of knowledge was never more important to the welfare of mankind. 


When, as now, it becomes necessary to mobilize all educational and cultural resources for 
the preservation and improvement of American democracy, it must be deplored that millions 
of Americans do not have library service. Until such service is everywhere available, a first 
objective of the American Library Association must be the extension and betterment of librar- 
ies with local, state or provincial, and national support. 

Intellectual freedom is never permanently assured. It is especially endangered by war. The 
right of the citizen to find in his library the best material on all sides of controversial public 
‘questions must be protected at any cost. 
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